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SUBJECT: UBC IN FINAL COLLAPSE 
REF: JOHANNESBURG 1098, 1142, 1172 

1 . AS PREDICTED (REFTELS), SOWETO URBAN BANTU COUNCIL, LONG IN 
OPPOSITION TO DEMANDS OF STUDENTS AND OTHERS THAT THEY RESIGN, 
FINALLY ACCEDED TO CERTAIN STUDENT AND COMMUNITY PRESSURES AND 
ANNOUNCED INTENTION TO DISBAND. INCLUDED AMONG THOSE AGREEING TO 
RESIGN WERE SOWETO 'MAYOR' THEBAHALI AND VICE-'MAYOR' MAPONYA, AS 
WELL AS AN ADDITIONAL 14 UBC COUNSELLORS. ALTHOUGH 1 1 MEMBERS 
REMAIN, THERE NO LONGER ARE SUFFICIENT MEMBERS TO CONSTITUTE A 
QUORUM AND THE UBC IS OFFICIALLY OUT OF BUSINESS. 

2. REACTIN OF THE WEST RAND ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD (WRAB) HAS 

BEEN DESCRIBED AS " DISENCHANTMENT ", AS THE WRAB ANNOUNCED SOWETO 
WILL PROBABLY NOT GET ANOTHER COUNCIL UNTIL THE GOVERNMENT 
(THE SAG) DECIDES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A NEW FORM OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT FOR URBAN BLACKS. THIS PROBABLY WOULDN'T 
AFFECT MOST URBAN BLACKS IN ANY CASE AS THE UBC'S ARE LARGELY 
REGARDED WITHIN THE BLACK COMMUNITY AS INEFFECTUAL. 

3. COMMENT: ONE GETS THE DISTINCT IMPRESSION (BORN OUT BY 
SUBSEQUENT STATEMENTS TO THE PRESS) THAT 'MAYOR' THEBAHALI AND 
MANY OF THE OTHER UBC MEMBERS RECENTLY RESIGNED DID SO WITH THE 
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UTMOST RELUCTANCE AND PROBABLY ACCEDED TO STUDENT DEMANDS ONLY 
BECAUSE OF EXTREME PRESSURE. THERE IS MUCH TALK ABOUT THE SUPPOSED 
'CORRUPTION' OF SOME OF THE UBC MEMBERSHIP AND THE FACT THAT 
SOME MEMBERS ALLEGEDLY USED THE UBC (THEBAHALI AMONG THEM) 

FOR PERSONAL GAIN. 

KIRBY 
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